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W hat are the recent policy developments on pastoralism?

In Ethlepia, pastoralists are represented in the Federal Parliam-
ent and Regional Cowncils; power is being decentralized to
Waoreds to ensufe democracy 81 grasiraots lavel; there are
different programs directed 1o develop the pastoralists; there iz
Increasing Interest from the government and non-state actors
to work with pastoralists etc. The other encouraging steps taken
by the government during the fast few years include, establish-
ments of Pastoral Aflairs Standing Committes (PASC)
in the Federal Pariiament, and the Ministerial Board, and
Ministry of Federal Affairs at the federal level, and establish-
menls ol pastaral cammissions andfar Tarmulation of
pastoral institutions at the regional fevels. The Government has
recognized and endorsed officially the EPD as a national day to
be commemaorated every yearon Tie A7 (257 / J6™ lanuary),

Whal are the koy pastoralists’ resolutions onsubsoquent
EPDs that nesd more attention ¥

#~ estatishment of Pastoral institution a2 the federal bevel In
the capacity of either a Minisry or a Commission;

#= devalop and implamaent land use plan suitable to pastoralists;

#= facilitate and support the establishment of Pastoral Councils;

&= Dromate acceptance of (vesack as a collateral for Bank loan;
and,

— speciallli:'n'ﬂqnm enhance socis| sarvices

The hvevioch e esources are bases dor pastonal economy and
livedibind aind B gieat potential for the mational sooncny

10™ Ethiopian Pastoralist Day (EPD)
Tir 17, 2000 (26" Jan 2008)
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W nat iz the Ethiopian Pastoralist Day (EPD)? I I ow it ks organized? W hat messages have been issued during the last
_ . nine EPDs?
The Ethioplan Fastoralists Day (EPD] |s a multifaceted advocacy Since the first commemaoration on 25" Jan 1933, EPD has been
i i £
instrument and & commarn pladfarm for the pastoralists and ::I:‘?T!::r‘:::r:::::rlIu:;:iiﬁ:::f:‘n:h:e;,::ﬁ::rit-c:rndbr;:ir:f'ﬂ 1. Recognifon of Pastoraiism as a wiable way of Iife and mode
their partners to converge their collective voloe to better heard, : s ;'om A i % : ks o Py ' ':d of production system. 1* EPD, 1999, Filtu, Somall reglon.
o enhance and build pastoral solidarity, and to share cumulated e, o« INLBECRE Do Leka the E e NG NP ONE R 2. Pastoralist oriented developmant interventions, 2+ EF0,
experiences, cultures, living customs: and envirenment. EFD a3 a heeights the pastoral communities, Pastoralist Farum Ethiopla (PFE), 2000, Filtw, Somali region : :
i 4 lecal umbrella NGO, the Goverament, and House of Feoples” i - =
process has been celebrated since 1599 1 2 3 o i 3. Food Security for Pastoralists. 3™ EFD, 2001, Jijiga, Semali

W heat drives EFDT

EPD once started assuming that level of nationsl impoartance will
indeed continue for a long time to come as the final recognition
of pastoralists and Pastoralism |5 attainable in the foresesable
futuire

In 1995, Fastoralisis Concern Assoclation Ethiopia [PCAE), a focal
NGO, orgarired a conference on pastoral development in Ethiopia
irn Filtu town in Liben Zone, Somali Region, During that conference
the Somali and the Borena efider pastoralists insizted in the
establishment of a commaon forem for sharing their experiences,
attituces, views and voice out their plights and to be heard by
decision-makers. |t was then decided to celebrate a pastoralist
day. Thiz inspiration of the elders had been recognized and taken
up by FCAE and lew others. The EPD was marked lanuary 251k,
However, following ta the recognition of the EPD as national day
by the federal government in 2006 (8" EPD), it is marked
17 Tir [25™f26"™ an]
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First ini batars of ERD, Fltu area, Somali Reglon

Representalives Pastoral Alfairs Standing Commiltes have jointly
crganized and facilitated the event at different avenues. Thatis,
the 4™, 5% 5™, 7" B" and 3% EPDs in the Mational
Regional Sates of the Afar, the SNMF, the Ovomia, inthe Dire Dawa
Lty Government, and Addis Ababa, respectively.

The strategic shift in institutional arrangerment in organizing and
faciiitating the EPD has helped the social activists to flag the
pastoral agenda up and influence decision-makers at various levels
30 4% to take up the plight of the pastoralists as the national
development agenda,

WHO are the celebrants?

The pringigal celebranis of ZPD are the pastoralists drawn from
different carners of the country. Federal and regional government
officials, C50s/NGOs, donars, academia, researchers, traders, etc,
Guest participants from neighboring countries and the North
have baeen parncipating in EFLD.

e,

An elder Borara pastoralist speaking in the panel discussion eecbuvively
caganiced for pastoralist drawn roe dillerent egions, &% EPD,
4% Jan, 2004 . Yahalio,

region,
4. Poverly reduction strategy and pastoral development.
4™ EPD, Dubti, 2002, Afar region.
Pastavalism and sesbainable development. 5™ EPD, 2003,
Turmi, SMNF reglon.
. Land use rigtts for sustminable pastoral develogment,
Gth EFD, 2004, Yabello, Oromis region.
Good governance for Sustainable pastoral development.
7= EPD, 2005, Dire Dawa,
Good Governance for Pastoral Develapment and Paverty
Eradication. 8% EPD, 20086, Addls Ababa,
Mare Commitment for Good Governance and Sustainable
Pastoralist Develspment in the Nesw Ethiopian Millenninm,
9= EPD, 2007, Addis Ababa.
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deoviniment Dl addieaing the Sth EPD an e Hauss of Praples’
Represenfatives Assembly Hall
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